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Hamdan Khodja’s Contribution to Epidemic Management in 19th-Century
Algeria: A Reading of Ithaf al-Munsifin wal-Udaba’
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Abstract:

Ithaf al-Munsifin wal-Udaba' fi Mabahith al-Ihtiraz min al-Waba’ (1837) by
Hamdan Khodja stands as one of the earliest reformist texts addressing public health
and epidemic management in Ottoman Algeria. Written amid widespread outbreaks,
the treatise reflects the author’s scientific awareness and his familiarity with
European advances in health practices. Its significance lies in its advocacy for
quarantine (karantina) and the essential role both state and society must play in
ensuring public health through preventive measures and forward planning. Khodja
highlights the civilizational gap between Muslims and Europeans but calls for
scientific advancement without abandoning religious principles.

This study raises a central question: how did the Ottoman Algerian elite—
represented by Hamdan Khodja—conceptualize public health amidst epidemic
threats? It explores their awareness of modern health policies and the reformist nature
of Khodja’s vision. The analysis also underscores his dual appeal to rulers and
citizens, urging the adoption of rational, administrative approaches to health crises
while remaining rooted in Islamic values.

Keywords:
Hamdan Khodja, quarantine, Ithaf al-Munsifin, Ottoman Algeria, epidemic.
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