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Challenges of Children's Cinema in the New Media Environment: From the Big Screen
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Abstract

In the context of the profound transformations shaping the digital media environment,
children's cinema emerges as a cultural and cognitive space undergoing a process of
redefinition, driven by the rise of digital platforms and the decline of traditional cinematic
models. This paper departs from the central hypothesis that the Arab child's shift from the big
screen to portable digital screens is not merely a technical evolution but rather a paradigm
shift in production patterns, distribution mechanisms, and reception modes. This shift calls for
a critical re-examination of the theoretical frameworks that have long governed the study of
children's cinema.

This study offers a new theoretical approach that combines insights from critical
childhood studies and participatory media theories to explore the challenges facing Arab
children's cinema in a digital environment marked by cultural fragmentation, full interactivity,
and the overwhelming presence of foreign content. The paper proposes a three-dimensional
analytical model addressing production transformations, distribution challenges, and shifts in
reception patterns, with the aim of diagnosing the current crisis points while identifying
opportunities for renewal.

By shedding light on the paradox of cultural alienation and educational interaction that
defines the Arab child's relationship with today's digital cinema, this contribution aspires to
offer an original perspective. It advocates for the development of an alternative Arab media
policy capable of turning digital challenges into tools for reinforcing cultural identity and
activating media literacy within an evolving digital cinematic context.

Keywords : Children's cinema, Arab child, digital media, Cultural identity, media literacy.
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