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Andalusian Women in the Practice of Medicine: Examples of Female
Doctors in Cordoba and Granada
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Abstract: During the Islamic era, Andalusia witnessed a scientific and cultural

boom that made it a center of medical knowledge. Women were not far from
this movement, as the Andalusian environment paved the way for women to
contribute to the field of medicine, especially in the fields of obstetrics, nursing,
and pharmaceutical industry. Biographies and biographies indicate the
presence of prominent female doctors in Cordoba and Granada. They

practiced medicine, treated women and children, and sometimes even went



mailto:lezrak.rima@univ-mascara.dz
mailto:lezrak.rima@univ-mascara.dz

beyond that to practice simple surgery and herbal medicine. Among the most
prominent names mentioned in the sources is Hafsa bint al-Hajj al-Rundi,
along with unknown female doctors who were active in the hospitals of
Cordoba. Ibn al-Khatib, lIbn Juljul, and others also documented scattered
references to the role of women in the field. The physician, indicating that their
presence was not incidental but extended to form a part of the health and
social life in Andalusia, this study reveals that Andalusian female doctors
played important roles in caring for women, and contributed to the continuation
of the traditions of gynecology. Within society, however, the scarcity of sources
and poor documentation has rendered their contributions almost marginalized
in medical history. Re-reading this heritage thus contributes to highlighting the
other side of Andalusian civilization, where science intertwined with the active
participation of women.
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