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Abstract

This presentation explores the intersection between animated media
aesthetics and their psychosocial impact on children, with a specific focus
on Japanese manga-based television series such as Naruto, Hunter x
Hunter, and similar productions dubbed and broadcast in the Arab world.
Framed by theoretical lenses from the sociology of cinema (Morin;
Bourdieu), media influence models (Gerbner’s cultivation theory; Bandura’s
social learning theory), and psychological research on media violence
(Berkowitz; Anderson), the study examines how stylized depictions of
violence may affect young viewers’ empathy, aggression, and cognitive-
emotional development. A comparative content analysis of Arabic-dubbed
series highlights the narrative framing of conflict and its potential role in
shaping moral judgments and behavioral imitation. The inquiry integrates
pediatric and pedopsychiatric perspectives, raising concerns about the rise
in diagnoses of autism spectrum traits, ADHD, and anxiety in regions with
high unsupervised digital media exposure. The presentation calls for a re-
evaluation of children's screen time policies, advocating for culturally
informed media literacy and active parental mediation in the Arab region.
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Classics of Dubbed to Arabic Animations

Shokojo Sara / /1N 22 — 5 /arabic dubbed titieX &V
e Origin: o |

O alapanese Animation

[ Production Year: 1985 (streamed from January to December)
O 46 episodes of 25 minutes
e Production company: ;
. . . Animation Designer:
o Nippon Animation shunji SAIDA-Japan
e Arabic Dubbing Company: 1949-76 years old

o 3o 1 PSPt v

e Dubbing Year:
O 1994-1995
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Broadcast History of Princess Sara Arabic Dub in the Arab World

S18Z0-44 / 070,98:23.58 / 070 93.43.67 i 58l &) A 5 Aald 3kl

L eAala Ce gME

Channel COUTHAIAE | SreErees: Primary Sources
on Years

Jordan Jordan 1996-1997 Jordgn Times (1996, No. 4821) — University of Jordan

TV Archives

Spaceto i B *Al-Jabri (2018)*, Arab Animation Studies (ISBN 978-9957-

on Pan-Arab 2005-2012 68-245-1), p. 112

MBC 3 Pan-Arab 2000—2006 MBC_ Press Release (2000) — King Fahd National Library
Holdings

_'?\‘jba' UAE 1998-2003 Al Bayan TV Guide (1999, No. 1234) — UAE National Library

. . Boukhari (2020) Thesis on Algerian Animation (Univ. o

ENTV. | Algeria 1997-2000 Algiers, Ref: TH-ALG-ANIM-07)

Syrian . . . )

TV Syria 1997 Syrian TV Archives (Damascus, Ref: SYR-TV-1997-ANIME)
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/ The conveyed core message to Princess Sarah’s Viewers

"No matter how crushing life’s circumstances become, true kindness and
strength of character will always shine through—and can inspire and uplift
those around you.”

v" We should never abandon hope or
integrity even while facing loss, poverty
and cruelty in our surroundings

v True “royalty” or nobility comes from
one’s deeds and spirit, not one’s social
rank or wealth
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Classics of Arabic Dubbed Animations :
TsurikiChl- Sampei /ﬁl‘] l’) #'9: = 3 /arabic dubbed title" /}M 9\4{09 (é.))

e Origin: e |

O aapanese Animation

e Production Year: 1980

o 109 episodes (broadcasted from 7-4-1980 to 28-6-1982)
e Production company:
. . . Animation Designer:
> Nlppon Animation Takao Yaguci-Japan
e Arabic Dubbing Company: Lithazasrl

o BB S 2ei- 3oy
e Dubbed episodes to arabic:
/) o 51 S
.;&ﬁ%g, — ‘
; 1&; DrfatenRIDENE isE€ah. ®
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Broadcast History of Tsurikichi Sampei Arabic Dub in the Arab World

]

&
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Channel Country/Region Broadcast Years Notes

Aired as part of Spacetoon's

Spacetoon Pan-Arab Early 2000s o
programming lineup.

_ _ . Broadcasted the series during

Ajyal TV Saudi Arabia Early 2000s _ _ .
its anime programming blocks.
Aired the series as part of its

Al Aoula Morocco Early 2000s _ .
children's programming.

Dr Faten RIDENE isBah.
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/ The conveyed core message to Tsurikichi Sampei ’s Viewers

” Tsurikichi Sampei teaches that life, like fishing, requires patience, respect
for nature, and the courage to try again after failure. It is a coming-of-age

journey where passion and ethics coexist..”
eMoral lessons (patience, honesty, respect),

eEducational content about fish species and

techniques,

eNon-violence and environmental awareness,

aligning with broadcasting norms of channels like

o . Spacetoon and Ajyal.
iy ﬁ
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Classics of Arabic Dubbed Animations

Once Upon a time ... Life/ 5% BDFELIE 2 4~ A\ b O—/arabic dubbed title: 0\19 dg’ ") Og

W g /.

e Origin:
o France, Belgium, Canada, Japan, Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland
e Production Year: 1986

o 1st season with 26 episods of 25 minuts (broadcasted since 10/12/1986)
e Production company: P
o Canal+
e Arabic Dubbing Company:

] o -3 9'(;{, OV 208

Dubbed episodes to arabic:

o 26 Animation Designer:
Jean Barbaud-France e
1955-69 years old ‘

ot
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Broadcast History of Once Upon a Time... Life Arabic Dub in the Arab Worl
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Channel Country Broadcast Years Notes

Syria Channel One Syria Early 1990s — 2000s AR S part o BIETETS
programming.

Syrian Educational TV Syria 2000s Ueea n EUHEN (77} {22EE0
educational slots.

Spacetoon Pan-Arab (based in Syria) 2002 — ~2010 Broadcast I CEesesl A E,
widely popular.

RTM (Al Aoula) Morocco 1990s AIVEE £ [FETTE @) GRIEEHE e
blocks.

Sakaker TV Syria ~2015 — 2020 R_e-ll)roadcast on a private Syrian
kids' channel.

Sudan TV Sudan 1990s — 2000s Aired in morning children’s
programs.

Algerian National TV Algeria 1990s PEN O SRS GEEETeE

shows.

Broadcast in a clean educational

Almajd Kids Saudi Arabia / Gulf 2000s — 2010s
context.
Jordan Educational TV Jordan 1990s — 2000s Used in school TV programs.
Oman TV Oman Not precisely known gg;:sasmnally A I e Bl
Dr Faten RIDENE
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/I’he conveyed core message to Once Upon a Time ... Life’s Viewers

” Once Upon a Time ... Life teaches children that knowledge is power — especially when it comes

to understanding and protecting the amazing machine that is the human body

Good and Evil are symbolised by the characters of leukocytes and viruses

The series uses characters like Maestro, white and red blood cells,
and viruses to personify biological functions, making complex

scientific ideas accessible and entertaining for children

gbC DrFaten RIDENE  iISBah:
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The Rise of Violent Manga Series

Contemporary anime such as Naruto, Attack on Titan, and &
Hunter& Hunter are characterised by displaying aestheticized
violence, psychological conflict, and darker moral themes.
Though artistically remarkable, they diverge from educational
purposes.

4

ST

Q
S

Pttack mTitan

RS A
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Information Category Naruto Attack on Titan Hunter x Hunter
Series Title (Original / Arabic / " Attack on Titan / / ddllesl o 528 Hunter x Hunter / / u=ldlHunter x
English) MEICEDI SRR ALY Attack on Titan Hunter

. _ . Kazuhiro Furuhashi (1999),

Director Hayato Date Tetsurd Araki Hiroshi Kajina (2011)
Year of Production 2002 2013 1999, 2011

. . S . . Nippon Animation (1999),
Production Studio / Country Studio Pierrot / Japan Wit Studio / Japan Madhouse (2011) / Japan
Arabic Dub Studio Venus Centre Unofﬂual fansubs (e e Venus Centre

dubbing studio)
Distribution Year (Arab World) | Mid 2000s Not officially aired Early 2000s
Platform / TV Channel Spacetoon, MBC 3 Netflix, YouTube (unofficial) Spacgtgon, M 2 VeUTER
(unofficial uploads)
P gy
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Scientific Reflections on Media Consumption and Child Development

Streaming and Social Media

The shift from broadcast TV to platforms like
Netflix, YouTube, and TikTok Shorts has
radically changed media consumption. Children
now encounter violent animations through:
*Shorts and clips from TikTok and YouTube
*Unfiltered streaming platforms

*Private mobile phone access without

supervision

{“@% Dr Faten RIDENE  iSBah.
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A review of Scientific Studies Findings which reveals an increased
exposure to animation violence

Article |F’DFAvailable|

Effects of Violent Video Games on Aggressive Behavior,
Aggressive Cognition, Aggressive Affect, Physiological
Arousal, and Prosocial Behavior: A Meta-Analytic Review
of the Scientific Literature

October 2001 - Psychological Science 12{5).353-9

DO 1011111 467-9280.00366
Source - PubMed

Authors:

! Craig A Anderson & Brad J Bushman
lowa State University The Ohio State University
,q,w’-’?'i%
d €
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A review of Scientific Studies Findings which reveals an increased
exposure to animation violence

This study sought to investigate how violence exposure
modulates empathic responses. At the behavioral level, the
intensity of pain was modulated by violence exposure. That is,

compared to participants who viewed non-violent video,

participants who viewed violent video rated other’s pain to be
less painful. At the neural level, the activations of Al and
aMCC were also modulated by violence exposure. Reducec
activation in regions encoding emotional dimension of other’s

pain was observed after
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Recent reports in Arab countries and globally show a rise in diagnoses of: Autism spectrum traits ADHD

(Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) Dyslexia Anxiety and depressive symptoms in children These

symptoms may be linked to overstimulation from unsupervised digital media consumption and the

substitution of parental engagement by screens under pretexts of work fatigue or afterschool outsourcing

Mulla W, Ahmed W, Radhi M, Alaali H, Alwazeer G, Yusuf F, Alsuhim G, Al Suhaym A,
Alahmari W, Abdulla M, Yusuf E. Exploring Screen Time and Its Effects on Children's
Mental Health: A Cross-Sectional Study. Cureus. 2024 Oct 10;16(10):e71215. doi:
10.7759/cureus.71215. PMID: 39525148; PMCID: PMC11549943

Almojarthe, B. M. (2023). Prevalence of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder in the Arab Gulf
countries: systematic review and meta-analysis. International Journal Of Community
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6040.ijcmph20230247
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T., & Pieh, C. (2024). The Association between Problematic Smartphone Use and
Mental Health in Austrian Adolescents and Young Adults. Healthcare, 12(6), 600.
https://doi.org/10.3390/healthcare12060600
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. Conclusion &
Perspectives

The evolution from socially conscious Arabic-dubbed anime to highly stylized and violent manga

on digital platforms requires a renewed cultural and educational policy. Arab animation
studios and content producers must:

sInvest in original, socially responsible animation

*Encourage regional distribution channels with child-centric ethics

*Promote parental media literacy

*Encourage academic monitoring of media impacts

The future of children's education and mental health depends on balanced access, creative

regulation, and a revival of meaningful animation storytelling rooted in cultural values:
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