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Abstract

The dissertation introduces the topic of the relationship between words and
meaning, and explores the statements that have been made about this, which is
always associated with unspecific meaning. The problem of words with
unspecific attributes is then discussed, which are words that have been attributed
to Allah and whose meanings are not clearly defined. These words, such as hand,
Istiwa, and eye, are said to be connected to denotative meanings, which leads to
the confusion about whether Allah has a physical form or is similar to His
creatures, some of whom have organs or movements and emotional states that
these words indicated.

To address the issue of unspecific attributes assigned to Allah that
necessitate denotative meanings and how scholars handle them, it is necessary to
study the denotative meaning of words. This is due to its relation to the creator
and the affirmation thereof. Moreover, it is important to consider denotative
meanings derived through entailed indication is of utmost importance, including
their negation and how this affects the attainment of Allah's exaltedness.

The thesis then called upon a multitude of scholars’ statements to explicate
their method of negating the necessary, its negated meaning, and whether such
negation was effective in exaltedness. Beginning with the doctrine of autorisation,
it clarified that its proponents negated the literal denotative meanings, such as
modality, that disappear along with the perceptible meaning, thus achieving the
purification. Likewise, those who adhered to the interpretation negated the literal
denotative meanings considered to be apparent in the ambiguous attributes,
relying on logical evidence that establishes the infeasibility of these attributes
necessitating identification. With such necessary manifestations negated, the
legitimate claims that surfaced relating to ambiguous characteristics also had to
be revoked. Subsequently, the interpreters attributed denotative meanings that do
not conflict with the preeternal nature of Allah, nor call for embodiment or
comparison through the use of linguistic metaphors.

The dissertation next highlighted the literalist school of thought and the
differences in their understanding of the literal meaning. It initiated with the
anthropomorphists who validated the apparent meaning of those words openly
without negating their implications, which compelled them to engage in
embodiment. Most of them even applied the term "body" to Allah, while
acknowledging that the term refers to a body unlike any body we know, and that
it has a different meaning for them than the meaning that necessitates similarity
with other bodies. However, their proof of many of the necessities of the body -
in a linguistic sense - renders all of their statements unacceptable, because
proving the necessities of the body means that the meaning of the body that they
have proven is the linguistic meaning.



The study then presented the doctrine of those who established the literal
appearances of terms with unspecific attributes, then negated their necessities,
and claimed purification by negating those necessities. The study also offered
criticism of this statement as being contradictory, since affirming the necessary
entails affirming its necessities, and negating necessities while affirming the
necessary is invalid.

Another school of thought among the Ahl al-Zahir, namely the Hanbalis of
the fourth and fifth centuries, and later on, Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 AH),
distinguished between two apparent meanings. The first is an apparent meaning
that pertains to created beings, which are denotative meanings. The second is an
apparent meaning that pertains to Allah, and this apparent meaning is determined
by adding the word to the self. If the word is added to the accidental self, it
necessitates denotative implications because the word added to it is denotative in
nature. When a word is added to the essence of Allah Most High, the denotative
implications automatically disappear and do not remain in existence. Therefore,
all of the implications of the term, whether they are exact meanings or
implications inferred from the reference to obligation, are negative, which
achieves the elevation of Allah Most High above embodiment and similarity to
His creatures. However, the essence of the description remains unknown when it
Is attributed to Allah.

Finally, the thesis proposed a linguistic solution to the problem of
ambiguous attributes in words in light of the underlying reason for this challenge,
namely, that their essence is denotative meanings and that their usage was based
on their denotative connotations. The proposed solution entails accepting
additional assumptions that elucidate the linguistic situation and the origin of
language, which can be achieved through understanding the essence of meaning.
This holds that words were created to embody the essence of meanings and not
merely their denotative meanings, and that the denotative meaning is merely one
of the many connotations of a given word. Similarly, the idea of shared destiny,
presented by Ibn Taymiyyah, indicates that the placement of a term was due to
the shared destiny of all the meanings associated with it, including the denotative
meaning. The term itself does not represent the denotative meaning. Similarly, the
concept of general movement by Sabit al-Nil suggests that a term composed of
letters indicates a general movement that can be applied to several meanings,
including denotative meaning. Therefore, when a term is attributed to Allah, it
signifies all the denotative meanings and their implications, and a term does not
refer to the denotative meaning unless the context indicates it. This eliminates the
need to use similitude with terms that have unspecific attributes.



