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The Arab Child Between Digital Family Structures and Connected

Schooling « A Sociological Reading of Participatory Socialization Dynamics »
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Abstract

Amid the rapid transformations sweeping across the Arab world due to digitization, the
process of children's socialization has been profoundly reshaped by changes in family
structures and school functions. Digital technologies have given rise to the concept of the
digital family as a new framework for daily interaction within households, characterized by
the pervasive presence of smart devices, altered patterns of communication and guidance, and
increased challenges in parental supervision. In parallel, the concept of the connected school
has emerged as a modern educational model that integrates digital platforms and both
synchronous and asynchronous learning modalities, thus expanding the school’s role beyond
its traditional boundaries.



This paper aims to offer a sociological reading of the current state of educational
socialization of the Arab child, through analyzing the dynamics of interaction between the
two core institutions of socialization: the family and the school, within the context of an
intense digital expansion. It argues that successful child socialization today depends on a shift
from fragmented institutional roles to a participatory socialization model based on
coordination and integration between these two institutions, and the production of a unified
digital educational discourse.

The study concludes by proposing an interactive model for digital participatory
socialization, grounded in sustainable educational partnership between families and schools. It
also provides practical recommendations to support and advance this paradigm.

Keywords: Arab child, digital family, connected school, participatory socialization,
sociology of education.
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