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Abstract:

Criticism among the Arabs was as old as literature. Instinctively, it depended on simple
feelings and taste. The ranks of poets, each one of them, would compose his poetry, taking
into account the tastes of the people of his time, and would organize the poem according to
the usual custom, and make its sections and content consistent with the established rules, and
would be strange in describing beasts and other animals according to the requirements of the
place and time. He might pour a year into his poem, refining and refining it, as Zuhair bin Abi
Salma did, to avoid criticizing poets and blaming the blamersThe markets and the arenas of
discord were a place for criticism in which the government was established. How many of its
rulings had repercussions among the tribes and in the gatherings of the people, and how much
of that had an impact in softening words, refining meanings, and improving criticism.

The aim of this study is to examine the stages of criticism formation and development
over the ages, and to highlight the most important cognitive and critical foundations of
ancient Arabic criticism from the first century AH to the fourth century AH.

Keywords: Cognitive foundations; ancient Arabic criticism; fourth century AH.



