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Summary :

This book is devoted to the study of comparative literature, a relatively modern field of
knowledge when compared to other disciplines. Comparative literature is concerned with
elucidating the interactive relationships among different literatures through the comparison and
analysis of texts. The aim of this intellectual domain is to uncover the common bonds between
works, whether in the form of influence and reception, cultural intersections, or similarities
arising from resemblance.

The significance of comparative literature lies in its capacity to foster intercultural dialogue
and to reveal the dynamics of cultural exchange. It further enables an understanding of how
ideas and artistic forms travel across nations and ethnicities, thereby making it an essential
epistemological tool for comprehending the evolution of literature and its continual interaction
with historical and cultural contexts.

This work addresses a range of topics central to comparative literature, foremost among them
its concept and origins. The book also examines its major schools, including the French,
American, Slavic, English, German, and Arab schools. Particular attention is given to the
notion of influence and reception, which constitutes the nucleus of comparative literature in
the French school. The study also engages with intellectual currents and literary movements,
spanning from Classicism to Romanticism, Symbolism, Existentialism, and beyond.

In addition, the book explores literary genres, the death and rebirth of forms and modes, with
a special focus on the epic and tragedy in both their theoretical and practical dimensions. The
tragedy Oedipus Rex receives particular attention, with comparative analysis between
Sophocles’ Oedipus and Tawfiq al-Hakim’s Oedipus, among other related subjects discussed
in this research.

Ultimately, the researcher hopes that this modest contribution has added a meaningful brick to
the edifice of literary and critical studies.
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