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Abstract:

In this scholarly investigation, the authors critically examines the content of digital video
games, with a particular focus on their potential psychological and behavioral impacts on
children. This is a critical and controversial topic in the digital age, given the direct and indirect
effects these games have on children's behavior, social and psychological development, and
academic achievement. This is particularly true in light of the diminishing role of families in
education and the expanding role of modern information and communication technologies,
which have often replaced parents. Children spend more time on television, phones, smart
devices, PlayStations, and Xboxes than with their parents, siblings, friends, and teachers.

This study aims to analyze the content of the popular game Free Fire, which children and
adolescents widely play. It was selected based on the responses of a purposive sample of 20
children under fifteen. They were asked about their favorite video games. Several games were
mentioned, including PUBG, SUBWAY, and PES. However, they all agreed on their preference
for Free Fire. In this study, the researcher relied on a descriptive-analytical approach and a
content analysis tool to analyze and describe the content of the Free Fire game. The goal is to
uncover the behaviors, ideas, and values in this game, particularly those inappropriate for
children's ages and understanding, given the lack of family and institutional oversight and the
absence of media education and digital awareness.

Keywords: Video Games; Free Fire; Children; Virtual world.
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* Tennis for Two est un jeu vidéo de tennis congu en 1958 par William Higinbotham et développé par Robert
Dvorak, souvent considéré comme le premier jeu vidéo de l'histoire.

** Spacewar! is a space combat video game developed in 1962 by Steve Russell in collaboration with Martin
Graetz, Wayne Wiitanen, Bob Saunders, Steve Piner, and others.
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