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Abstract

Since the emergence of the Russian Federation as an independent state from the Soviet Union, it
has strived to create an exclusive sphere of influence within the former Soviet space. This allows
Russia to establish a new strategic depth against new threats of the New World Order.

The reintegration of the former Soviet Republics, which belong today to the geopolitical sphere
of the Commonwealth of Independent States, was on Russia’s agenda from the moment of the
Soviet Union’s disintegration. After nearly three decades, Russia is still struggling to achieve this
strategic goal under the pressure of two opposing dynamics. While one pushes towards the
fragmentation of the region and the breakdown of its countries from the Russian Federation, the
other tries to invest in the Soviet heritage and instill a new regional hegemonic order that is
centralized on Russia.

On this basis, this study aims at discussing the policies and mechanisms of Russian foreign
policy towards the Commonwealth of independent states. The findings show that Russia adopted
a diversity of collective and bilateral policies and mechanisms to control the countries of the
region. On the one hand, Russia has promoted a regional integration of the Commonwealth
countries through its political, military and economic projects and initiatives. On the other hand,
it mobilizes various capabilities to exert traditional and new forms of influence on those
countries to prevent them from being drawn into other regional and international powers that
aims at undermining its influence in that region.

However, Russian efforts collided with a complicated and competitive environment that
hindered its various projects and policies to re-establish its hegemony over the Commonwealth
countries. This leads to say that the region is on the verge of a further turmoil and disintegration.
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