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Minorities and Triangle of Identity
(Language, Religion and Culture)
Protection Guarantees in the light of the rules of international

human rights law

Abstract: The right of identity for minorities is equally important with their
right to material existence. Human dignity as the basis and premise of human
struggle is a moral idea based on respect for others and their right to live in
dignity, to practice their beliefs openly, to speak their language and to
celebrate their ethnic or cultural heritage without fear of mockery or
punishment. Minorities as a material entity without the right to participate in
society with the need to abandon their roots and ideas is what States sought to
obtain through the policies of defamation, absorption and forced integration,
which find its justification in fear of destabilization and security, For countries,
minorities idea was a cause of chaos and division, Human rights systems, the
principles of cultural diversity, coexistence and the prevention of
discrimination have sought to protect the right of minorities to identity by
enshrining it in various legal texts guaranteeing the protection of the most
fundamental rights of this compound right: freedom of religion and belief, the
right to use and development of language, Culture and protection of cultural
diversity. These three rights are for the members of minorities the sole

guarantor of their identity and pride of it.

Key words: Minorities; Right to education; Freedom of belief; human rights;

International human rights law .
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(@ _ Mathieu Plésiat, Introduction, Minorité national : Evolution D’une
Notion et Enjeux De Définition, Prague, CEFRES, 2011, p9.
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' _Francesco Capotorti, "Etude des droits des personnes appartenant

aux minorités ethniques, religieuses et linguistiques”, Nations Unies,
New York, 1991, p12

2 _Gaetano Pentassuglia, Minorités en droit international, une étude
introductive, Edition du Conseil de I'Europe, F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex,
Mai 2004, p.59
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