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« \Women's empowerment and their full participation on the basis of equality in all spheres of society, including
participation in the decision-making process and access to power, are fundamental for the achievement of
equality, development and peace ».
Skl
The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action Turns 20, UN Women, New York :15 March 1995.
https://stg-wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/7497/

The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action Turns 20-2015The-Beijing-Declaration-and-Platform-for
Action-turns-20 2015.pdf.pdf?sequence=3
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Quota systems thus represent a break with the widespread gradualism in :lg sy Duahlerup lell duecal sia !
equaality policies
2 Karen. Celis, & Others, The Rise of Gender Quota Lows: Expanding the Spectrum of Determinants for
Electoral, op.cit, p.(518-523). )
Susan. Franceschet & Jennifer. M. Piscopo, Gender Quotas and Women’s Substantive Representation: Lessons
from Argentina, op.cit., p.07.
syl

Anne. Phillips, The Politics of Presence, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995).
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! Mona. Lena. Krook, Gender Quotas, Norms, and Politics, op.cit., p.115.
2 Petra. Meier, op.cit., p.591.
® Mala. N. Htum & Mark. P. Jones, Engendering the Right to Participate in Decision-Making: Electoral
(%uotas_ and Women’s Leadership in Latin America, In : Craske. Nikki & Maxine. Molyneux, Gender and
the Politics of Rights and Democracy in Latin America, (New York: Palgrave, 2002), p.(32-56).
* Elin. _Bjarne%érc_i & Pér. Zetterberg, Removing Quotas, Maintainin% Representation : Overcoming Gender
Inegualities In Political Party Recruitment, ReBresentatlon, Vol.47, No.2, 2011, p.(188-195).

Elin. Bjarnegard & Par. Zetterberg, op.cit.,p.190.
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! Susan. Franceschet & Jennifer. M. Piscopo, Gender Quotas and Women’s Substantive Representation: Lessons
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Richard. Matland, Electoral Quotas: Frequency and Effectiveness, In : Dahlerup. Drude, Women, Quotas,
and Politics, (New York: Routledge, 2006). N o o ) ) o

Mona. L. Krook, Quota Laws for Women in Politics: Implications for Feminist Practice, Social Politics,
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Abstract :

In studies of women's legislative behaviour, the concept of critical mass is widely used and,
more recently, criticised as a tool for understanding the relationship between the percentage of
female legislators and the passage of legislation beneficial to women as a group. In this
research note, we revisit classic contributions by Rosabeth Moss Kanter and Drude
Dahlerup and outline and discuss their assumptions regarding anticipated connections
between numbers and outcomes. We find that later gender and politics scholars have often
misconstrued their work, with crucial implications for subsequent research on relations
between the descriptive and substantive representation of women. We argue that clarifying the
theoretical origins of the critical mass concept is crucial for forging a more coherent and
cumulative research agenda on women's political representation.

Studies of women in legislatures indicate that achieving a “critical mass” of women
may have the effect of changing the legislative priorities of women, increasing the number of
legislative initiatives dealing with women and the passage rate of such initiatives, and altering
the legislative priorities of men. In the absence of a critical mass, “token” women may be so
constrained by their minority status as to be unable to respond proactively to their
environment.

Popular wisdom suggests that a critical mass may be necessary for women to make a
difference as women in a legislature. Yet, critical mass is both problematic and under-
theorized in political research. The critical mass threshold is debated, the mechanism of effect
is unspecified, possible negative consequences are overlooked, and the potential for small
numbers of elected women to effect political change on behalf of women is neglected.
Beyond sheer numbers, what are the conditions that govern the ability of women legislators to
make a difference? We argue that two major contextual factors beyond the sheer numbers are
likely to govern the extent to which female legislators serve to represent women. Relying on
the secondary literature, this research maps parliamentary and civil society contexts to sheer
numbers of women to locate conditions in which female legislators are most likely to have
policy successes.

In the second part this research seeks to rethink how scholars have traditionally
studied women's substantive representation. It outlines a framework that aims to replace
questions like ‘Do women represent women?’ with ones like ‘“Who claims to act for women?’
and ‘Where, how, and why does the substantive representation of women occur?’ Arguing
that representation occurs both inside and outside legislative arenas, this research calls
attention to the wide range of actors, sites, goal, and means that inform processes of
substantive representation.
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