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Abstract

Rising great powers pose substantial challenges to the international order, which can provoke
hegemonic wars and significant changes in the power balance, as well as the normative and
institutional character of international politics. Historically, many transformations occurred in the
past through warfare. However, war is not the only driver of change in global politics, and the rise
of China today reminds policymakers of the need of not repeating the mistakes of the twentieth
century. Structural change in international systems could be produced through different
mechanisms than in the past, implying that it could be easier to manage peacefully than prior power
transitions.

Accordingly, the issue of peaceful change and power shifts in the international system is one of
the important topics that deserve greater attention from scholars of international relations.
Therefore, this study looks on the possibilities of managing power transitions and changes in
international systems in a peaceful manner. Ultimately, the research paper argues that peaceful
power transitions result from a process of intellectual rapprochement and implicit and explicit
negotiation of ideas and identities among major powers, rather than compromises or negotiated
power balances.

Keywords: Peaceful Change, Power Transition Theories, Thucydides' Trap, China’s Peaceful Rise
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