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Summary:

With the emergence of the role of the cultural identity dimension in international relations,
the European Union has confirmed that this dimension cannot be overlooked in Euro-
Mediterranean relations, and thus this dimension has occupied an important place in European
policy towards the southern Mediterranean countries. Euro-Mediterranean relations can be
interpreted as existing relations between two different civilizations and cultures. The
European Union, which represents Western civilization with liberal cultural values, and the
southern Mediterranean countries that represent civilization with Arab Islamic values and
culture, and between the European countries as a union and the southern Mediterranean
countries individually.

Since the Mediterranean Basin represents the meeting point of two different civilizations,
which in the eyes of the European Union means a threat to its peaceful and security future, the
European Union had to propose policies and projects that would protect its security in the
region, and thus Euro-Mediterranean relations came to consolidate European cultural
standards and ideas in the southern Mediterranean. The identity dimension before the
Barcelona Declaration is considered one of the many areas of cooperation adopted by the
European Union. However, with the announcement of the partnership in Barcelona, the
European Union moved to a broader and more comprehensive concept of cultural cooperation
issues across the Mediterranean, as the project document expressed it clearly when it called
for a dialogue of cultures for mutual understanding. The European Union also tried, through
these relations, to establish an ancient bridge for civilizational communication. And cultural
between Europe and the southern Mediterranean by focusing on cultural behavior and using it
to dominate politically and perpetuate dependency economically.

The liberal cultural ideas of the European Union, such as: democracy, human rights... have
had great repercussions in the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership project and have become direct
evidence of cultural hegemony by the European Union over the southern Mediterranean. The
European cultural orientation towards the southern Mediterranean came from the widening
circle of economic and political interests. By raising new topics, such as establishing a
partnership relationship aimed at entering into a stage of dialogue between cultures and
civilizations and dialogue between the peoples of the banks of the Mediterranean, he
European Union has used the identity dimension in its approaches towards the southern
Mediterranean because it sees the southern Mediterranean as a source of threat to its identity
security, especially with the increasing number of immigrants as well as the increase in
terrorist attacks on European countries. Moreover, the European Union has used the identity
dimension in Euro-Mediterranean relations not in order to achieve rapprochement. The
Mediterranean, but as a cover in order to obliterate the Arab-Islamic identity and thus achieve
Western cultural hegemony over the Mediterranean after it achieved this in the economic and
political aspects.
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