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Abstract :Combining religion with politics and claiming complementarity
among the two traditionally-divergents, Political Islam lies at the heart of the
current clash in the world. It claims a potential to provide a different political
vision opposite to the Western one, a vision widely based on the sacred religious
text(s) as well as on The Rashidun Caliphate experience which represents the
political core model in Islamic history, compared to the Greek experience in
Western history. In this context, Activist Islam was born and fed through
reformist movement(s) during the beginnings of the twentieth centry’s Arab
Renaissance. The aim has been always to produce an identity-centered content
unsimilar to the Western project in the aftermath of the Western dominance on
the Middle Eastern region. Significantly, the two projects have evolved
simultaneously leading to some junctures that (have) questioned the real ability
of Political Islam to provide an alternative, and if it can — to what extent such
alternative can challenge the project of modern state in the Middle East; a
question that seems very legitimate in the light of the prevalence of this project,
domestically and regionally as well. In such a complex context, this dissertation
debates whether Reformist Political Islam is a distinct and consistent paradigm
or merely an echo for its traditional other.

This dissertation debates the problematique of how Islamic Political Thought
traces historically back to religious sacred scripts, but in the same time tends to
keep an intellectual dimension through its constant attempt to construct a
distinct paradigm that fuses scientific with religious knowledge. Such an attempt
defies the Western Modernist tradition which had separated science apart from
religion since the Renaissance Era, a tradition within which perspectives about
economic, political, juridical, social systems and above all perspectives about
man and universe wl[alere based on the idea of modernism. Recently,
modernism has been challenged and revisited — at times revolutionarily — from
within the western thinking box itself by postmodernist revisionists. Such an
intellectual revolution has provided a contextual opportunity for Islamic
Political Thought to launch a deep self-reflective as well as self-corrective
critique movement, aiming at bringing Western Thought back to the right track,
a movement which self-claims a non-ethnocentric but humanist scope.

However, their political project of islamist and its intellectual successor have
been caught in the trap of modernity and have not been able to reach sufficient
knowledge to build a new vision for the Middle East stemming from its
characteristics rather than from the modernist style imposed by Western powers.



